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2-hydroxy-stilbene di-jS-hydroxy-ethane sulphonate was first used by the writer for the treatment of kala-azar in 1948 and 1949 and a paper based on the results of treatment of the first six cases published (Sen Gupta, 1949) . All the six cases treated had recovered and had remained free from all symptoms of kala-azar for 5, 5, 5, 4}2-, 34, and 3 months respectively after treatment. Though the results obtained showed that the drug possessed considerable anti-kala-azar activity, it was pointed out in the above communication (Sen Gupta, loc. cit.) that further trials were necessary for the proper assessment of the therapeutic activity of the drug.
The writer has now been able to complete the clinical trials of hydroxystilbamidine in a series of 42 cases of kala-azar (including the first six cases) and a case of post-kala-azar dermal leishmaniasis. The results of this therapeutic trial are presented in this paper and the findings are discussed with a view to estimating the value of hydroxystilbamidine as an antikala-azar drug and to determine its average curative dose. (Sen Gupta, 1945) .
The duration of kala-azar varied from less than 3 months (3 weeks) to a little over 1 year in the ordinary cases and from 6 months to 3 years in the resistant cases. The splenic enlarge- 
Treatment
The specific treatment for kala-azar was carried out with hydroxystilbamidine alone. The treatment for the co-existing infections and complications was carried out in accordance with the scheme described by the writer elsewhere (Sen Gupta, 1949a There was well-marked shrinkage of the spleen in all the cases that responded to treatment. This will be apparent from table I.
The patient who had massive splenomegaly, the spleen being enlarged to 14 inches below the costal margin, also showed well-marked decrease in the size of the spleen. Immediately after the completion of specific treatment, the spleen felt much softer and mobile and it was enlarged to about 5 inches below the costal margin. 
